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Generations of Family Fun 

 
As generations of island visitors have discovered, Amelia Island is a special place for families – a 

destination full of exciting activities that create lasting memories. Favorite family pastimes on Amelia 

include river cruises, nature programs, fly fishing, jet skiing, kayaking, hiking the trails of Fort Clinch 

State Park, horseback riding on the shore, Segway Safaris, and, of course, miles of gorgeous beaches. 

Amelia Island offers a world of opportunity for family fun, just waiting to be discovered. 

 

Fort Clinch State Park 

Fort Clinch is one of the most well-preserved 19th century forts in the country. Daily tours with period 

re-enactors depicting garrison life bring the fort to life for visitors. Sunbathing, swimming, and 

beachcombing are popular on the park’s beach, while anglers fish from the pier or take advantage of 

excellent surf fishing. Hikers and bicyclists can enjoy a six-mile trail through the park and view some of 

the tallest sand dunes in the state of Florida. Self-guided nature trails provide opportunities to learn 

about and observe native plants and wildlife. Two full-facility campgrounds and a youth camping area 

provide overnight accommodations for family adventure.  

 

Water Works 

No visit to Amelia Island is complete without a tour of the surrounding scenic waterways. Tours from 

Amelia River Cruises & Charters are fully narrated, as you explore the backwaters of Amelia Island and 

Cumberland Island and cruise up Egan's Creek to the Amelia Island Lighthouse. Families can enjoy a 

guided Jet Ski tour with Fly Fishing Adventures or come face to face with egrets, herons and perhaps a 

dolphin, manatee or sea turtle with the fine folks at Kayak Amelia or Amelia Island Kayak Excursions, as 

they navigate the tranquil salt marsh of the Talbot Islands State Park, Timucuan Preserve and Egan’s 

Creek. Amelia Boat Rentals offers boat rentals – with or without a captain – to observe native wildlife 

and take in the island’s natural beauty from the water. Kayak Amelia also offers guided stand-up 

paddleboard (SUP) tours. Backwater Cat Adventure provides one of the newest and most unique boat 

tours on Amelia. Visitors pilot their own two-person “Craigcat” boats, which are very safe and easy to 

drive, even for inexperienced boaters. A guide leads the way on an interactive adventure with local 

wildlife and beautiful scenery.  

 

High Flying Fun 

Thrill-seeking families can take their vacations to a whole new level with an aerial tour of Amelia Island. 

Hang Glide USA offers trike-flying tours of the island, giving an unforgettable, bird’s-eye view of 



gorgeous scenery and shimmering waters. Knowledgeable tour guides showcase points of interest, as 

you wave to friends and family below. Guests must be at least 14 years old to begin flight training 

(including "Introductory Flights") and at least 16 in order to fly solo.  

 

Tour by Land 

Kids of all ages enjoy taking an exciting Segway tour of Amelia Island with Kayak Amelia or Omni Amelia 

Island Plantation. Kayak Amelia offers excursions through Fort George Island, one of the most ecological 

and historic places along the East Coast. The Omni Amelia Island Plantation also offers daily Segway 

tours at Amelia’s Wheels. Guests can enjoy one of several Segway tour options, including tours through 

the maritime forest to the beach or discovering wildlife around the resort. Each tour includes a full 

orientation and one coach for every four riders.  

 

Saddle Up 

Amelia Island is one of the few places in Florida where you can ride horses on the beach. Cowboys and 

beach boys alike have several options on Amelia, including Kelly Seahorse Ranch and Ride the Beaches 

of Amelia Island, both with a stable full of gentle, well-trained horses. A beach ride is a truly memorable 

way to enjoy the island’s fantastic white-sand beaches and the beauty of the ocean.  

 

Resorting to Fun 

Guests of The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island can enjoy special programs designed specifically for the 

youngest members of the family. The Ritz Kids program is an exclusive supervised, educational children's 

program designed specifically for guests ages 5 through 12. The program allows parents to play while 

children stay with trained and knowledgeable counselors. Kids can spend the day exploring dune life and 

making shark teeth necklaces or attend a “Kids Night Out” dinner party that includes treasure hunts, 

games and movies. “Our Space” is a fun-filled game room for families, with a cool, modern look and the 

latest technology featuring flat screen televisions, gaming systems, and timeless favorites like air 

hockey. Our Space also features a private movie theater and a large collection of DVDs. Over at Omni 

Amelia Island Plantation, families will find a number of unique activities, including Camp Amelia and 

Camp Amelia @ Night, featuring arts and crafts, nature activities and more. Several “Just for Families” 

events take place daily and during the evenings, including beach fires, luau games, and dive-in movies. A 

Junior Adventures program will allow older kids to explore the brand new Gamers Lounge, offering a 

teen hangout with several game consoles, foosball and more. The resort also offers family fun activities 

for all ages, including kayaking, Segway and nature tours. 

 

Fernandina Walkabout 

Offered by the Amelia Island Museum of History, walking tours up Historic Centre Street in Fernandina 

beach and into the Silk Stocking District introduce visitors to some of the many great historical figures 

who have influenced the architecture and business on the island. These tours can be modified for 



children. For those who prefer a more supernatural look at history, the museum also offers weekly ghost 

tours with thrilling tales of Amelia Island's legendary past. The museum also offers cell phone tours for 

guests to explore downtown at their own pace. Visitors can also take a self-guided tour of the Historic 

District with the Fernandina Historic District Tour brochure available at the visitor center located in the 

historic train depot on Centre Street. Back at the museum, trade your walking shoes for sea legs aboard 

the Discovery Ship exhibit. Here kids of all ages can embrace their inner sailor – or pirate – as they steer 

the S.S. Margery through time in a clever interactive experience that includes a trunk full of old 

fashioned seafaring costumes.  

 

Put It In Park 

Known for her famous state and national parks, Amelia is also home to a delightful collection of parks 

and playgrounds, where young travelers can run wild and free. Most notable is the universally accessible 

Pirate Playground in Fernandina Beach, which artfully captures the island’s history, nature and culture to 

create a one-of-a-kind play experience. Also, Fernandina’s all-new Egan’s Creek Park is nearing 

completion and will feature a fitness trail with exercise stations, yoga garden, fishing and birdwatching 

docks, and a kayak launch into Egan’s Creek opening a world of outdoor adventure.  

 

For visitor information and online planning, visit www.ameliaisland.com. 
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